
Subdivision Review Memorandum 

Last Modified: 2/14/2001 
 

Memorandum 

Otero County  
Subdivision Name:   Aspen Meadows Subdivision  
Memorandum Date:   December 11, 2000  
Record Number:   2224 

 

The proposal is a type-three subdivision containing twelve (12) parcels that will 
encompass approximately 51.31 acres of land. The size of the largest parcel in this 
subdivision is approximately 7.7 acres and the size of the smallest parcel is 
approximately 2.1 acres. The subdivision is located in Section 26, Township 16 South, 
Range 11 East, New Mexico Principal Meridian and further described as being 
located approximately 6 miles south of Cloudcroft, New Mexico off NM Highway 
6563. This proposal was reviewed pursuant to the Otero County Subdivision 
Regulations and provisions of the New Mexico Subdivision Act. 

The subdivider proposes that water for the subdivision will be provided by individual 
72-12-1 domestic wells which will be drilled by the purchaser of each parcel in the 
subdivision. The subdivider has not submitted the required information addressing 
water availability which include a well log from a nearby well or on site well, a 
statement addressing the maximum and minimum depths to water and a statement 
estimating the yields of water a proposed well will likely encounter. 

Additionally, the subdivider has also failed to address the life expectancy of the 
proposed water supply showing sustained production of water over a 40-year period. 
The subdivider has also stated that dry holes are possible and life expectancy may be 
zero years in the vicinity of the proposed subdivision. Under these conditions the 
subdivider can conform with the New Mexico Subdivision Act only through the 
successful drilling and testing of all wells required to service the proposed parcels or 
by removing the "dry hole statement" from the disclosure statement. Either way the 
subdivider is required to address life expectancy of the proposed water supply before 
favorable approval is granted. 

The subdivider has not quantified the amount of water required by the subdivision for 
indoor and outdoor domestic uses as required by Appendix C, Section C.1., nor has he 
addressed conservation measures in the disclosure statement as required by Appendix 



C, Section C.2. It is suggested that the subdivider refer to Office of The State 
Engineer (OSE) Technical Report 48 entitled "Water Conservation and Quantification 
of Water Demands in Subdivisions" (Wilson, 1996) to calculate the amount of 
irrigated turf area the subdivider may want to limit as a possible conservation 
measure. Also, the subdivider should use this report to estimate the amount of water 
required by the subdivision, for indoor and outdoor use, which may be less then the 
amount the regulations allow 

when domestic wells are proposed. It is also suggested that the county require 
individual water meters on all wells to verify that parcel owners are complying with 
any restrictions and covenants on water usage. 

It is my opinion that the subdivider's water proposals do not conform to the Otero 
County Subdivision Regulations. A favorable opinion regarding the availability of 
water will not be issued for this subdivision proposal until the above mentioned 
information is submitted for further review. 

 


